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Summer Fling, Ireland 2023 will take us all 
on a magical adventure through the 

Emerald Isle’s majestic West Coast, along a 
glorious section of the renowned Wild 

Atlantic Way. 

During our journey of discovery, we will 
attend one of the best Traditional Irish 

music festivals anywhere, visit some of the 
world’s greatest natural wonders, delve into 
six thousand years of history, dip our toes 

in the Atlantic Ocean and immerse 
ourselves in the culture that makes Ireland 

so special. 

Our tour will begin along the south coast of 
County Clare known for its amazing cliffs 
and vistas, as we visit the enchanting Loop 
Head Lighthouse which is located at the tip 

of the Loop Head Peninsula, the furthest 
point west on the Clare coastline.  The wild 
and rugged Atlantic coastline, contrasting 

sharply with the sheltered Shannon 
Estuary, truly sets a breathtaking backdrop 

to this lighthouse. 

Along with the lighthouse, Loop Head is a 
geological paradise. There are dramatic 
cliffs and rock formations around the 

peninsula where we can take an incredible 
cliff top walk along the edge, while taking 

in the spectacular views and beautiful 
wildflowers. We will be sure to get us all to 

the stunning natural sea arch, Bridges of 
Ross, which is one of the highlights of the 

Loop Head Peninsula. 

http://www.radiant-moments.com/
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We will be calling Spanish Point our home 
for the next 3 nights where we will be 

staying in the aptly named Armada Hotel. 
Spanish Point just west of Milltown 

Malbay, is a small resort with a beautiful 
sandy beach and golf course. It’s so named 
because of the Spaniards who were buried 
here after the wreck of their Armada ships 

along the coast in 1588. 

We will be attending the first 3 days and 
nights of the world famous, Wille Clancy 

Festival, whilst we enjoy this beautiful 
seaside enclave.  

The annual gathering in Miltown Malbay, 
of all who play, listen to and love Irish 

Traditional Music, is an unmissable event if 
you have any interest in Irish music but the 

reason people flock here is the 
extraordinary quality of the impromptu 
sessions that continue non-stop, day and 

night on the streets and in the pubs. 

We will also visit Lahinch, a small, 
welcoming and truly lively beach town 

with an atmosphere and energy that’s all its 
own. It nestles at the head of Liscannor Bay, 
beside a 2 km long beach of golden sands. 

The shape of the bay creates Atlantic 
breakers that attract surfing and canoeing 

enthusiasts from all over the world. Anyone 
feeling adventurous? 

Lahinch is also home to one of Ireland’s 
most spectacular golf links. Should anyone 
have an interest in playing, let us know and 

we can arrange a tee time as an optional 
extra. Walk in the footsteps of Major 

winners and take in the incredible scenery 
of this almost 200 year old course. 

http://www.radiant-moments.com/
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From Spanish Point, we will have the 
chance to visit one of the Natural Wonder’s 

of the World: The Cliffs of Moher. 

When you make your pilgrimage to the 
Cliffs of Moher, you’re coming for one of 
two things: the staggering height of the 
rock face and the even more staggering 

beauty of the views from the top. Soaring to 
nearly 700 feet, there are very few vistas 

that will create this sense of magnitude and 
awe. 

As the sea spray fills the air with the 
invigorating freshness of the Wild Atlantic 
Way, it’s hard not to feel as though you’re 

braving the ocean from the prow of a 
magnificent ship. To make the most of the 

magic, nothing quite beats a wind-whipped 
trek across the clifftop with the edges 

peaking slightly upwards like the crests of 
the waves that roll endlessly below. 

We will make our way to the village of 
Doolin. Situated on the Wild Atlantic Way, 

boasting some of the most breathtaking 
scenery in Ireland and with a colorful and 

welcoming village, Doolin’s dramatic 
landscape cannot be easily forgotten. 

Doolin is a vibrant place full of characters, 
stories, and experiences. The people of 

Doolin are passionate about their 
community and will have an open arm 

welcome for us all. 

A short walk to Doolin Harbor will allow 
you to feel and see the immense force of the 
Atlantic Ocean, watch the waves roll up the 
northern edge of the Cliffs and perhaps get 
to see the famous harbor dolphin, Dusty. 

We will also visit the award winning 
Doolin Cave and witness one of the longest 

stalactites in the world. 

http://www.radiant-moments.com/
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From County Clare our journey will 
migrate to the unparalleled coastline of 

County Mayo, where we will hang our hat 
in Big Style Killadoon. 

En route we will take the opportunity to 
visit the beautiful village of Cong, a small 

village that is known worldwide as the 
place where The Quiet Man was 

filmed which starred John Wayne and 
Maureen O’Hara, and is home to some of 
Ireland’s most ancient stone monuments 

and circles dating back to the Neolithic era. 

Cong is also famous for the discovery of the 
Cong Cross a lavish gold and silver cross 

dating from 1123. The village is a few 
miles down the road from the lavishly 

indulgent Ashford Castle, a monastery and 
it is linked to Oscar Wilde. 

We will continue our route to Killary Fjord 
an incredibly beautiful inlet that is the 

largest of Ireland’s 3 fjords is surrounded 
by towering mountains, with the highest of 

Connacht’s mountains, Mweelrea on the 
northwest shore and forms a natural 
border between Galway and Mayo. 

We will make a stop at Aasleagh Falls on 
the River Erriff sits just before the water 

enters into the fjord. The beautiful 
mountain backdrop to the falls makes this 

such an idyllic stop. 

From here, we will make the last leg of this 
amazing drive which really packs a punch. 
The scenery varies from icy lakes to rugged 

mountains to open country. 

http://www.radiant-moments.com/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01K7J1X6S?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01K7J1X6S?ie=UTF8
https://www.theirishroadtrip.com/aasleagh-falls/
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We will be calling Big Style Lodge our 
home for the next 3 nights. Nestled on the 
West Mayo Coastline the lodge is centered 

around beautiful en-suite bedrooms 
overlooking one of Ireland’s most 

spectacular views, but there’s plenty more 
to it. There is an in-house surf school, a 

huge yoga studio, spectacular indoor and 
outdoor chilling areas and a traditional pub 
and restaurant called P. Dans, all sitting on 
the Wild Atlantic Way beside world class 

surf beaches and views. 

From here your days can be filled wit 
adventure and exploration. If you are 

feeling adventurous, we can enroll you in 
the surf school as a little optional addition. 

Or if exploration is your cup of tea, let us 
guide you through The Lost Valley which is 

an incredible place of rugged natural 
beauty, historic importance, and cultural 
appreciation. It’s an amazing place to visit 
for an eye-opening experience in which 

you’ll learn about Ireland’s past, the harsh 
realities of the Great Famine, and the ways 
of the world in one of Ireland’s most rural 
areas. Tamed by the Atlantic Ocean, the 
area around the Lost Valley is absolutely 
stunning in its ruggedness. Rolling green 
fields, sandy beaches, craggy coves, and 

lush waterfalls abound, all to a backdrop of 
looming mountains. Stone ruins dot the 

landscape, a stark reminder that in the end, 
nature conquers all. 

And Clew Bay (in Irish: Cuan Mó), 
overlooked by Croagh Patrick to the south 
and the Nephin Range mountains of North 

Mayo, is the most spectacular bay in 
Ireland. The bay has 365 islands, one for 

every day of the year. One hundred 
seventeen of them are Ireland's best 

example of drumlins of limestone, which 
come in all shapes: ovals, lozenges, snakes, 

dragons, arrowheads or long-legged 
beasties. 

http://www.radiant-moments.com/
https://www.mayo-ireland.ie/en/things-to-do/outdoor-activities/walking/croagh-patrick-ridge.html
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Whilst in Mayo it would be amiss not to 
visit one of my favorite towns in all of 

Ireland, Westport! 

A designated Heritage Town set in the 
shadow of the Reek (Croagh Patrick), 

Westport is a picturesque town with tree 
lined boulevards and stone bridges over the 

Carrowbeg River. With its multicolored 
shopfronts, charismatic cafes and unique 

restaurants, it is little wonder that this Clew 
Bay town has become one of Ireland’s most 

popular destinations. 

The town is littered with classic Irish Pubs 
including Matt Molloys, the flute player 

from the Chieftans. Stop in, enjoy a pint of 
the black stuff, listen to some great Irish 

music, and pose with one of his Grammys. 

Westport is also home to one of the most 
fearless leaders by land and by sea, political 

pragmatists and tacticians, rebels and 
pirates of the 16th century, Grace O’Malley. 
She was considered the matriarch of all the 
Atlantic pirates of the time. Indeed, Grace 
O’Malley, Queen of the pirates, is the most 

notorious women of Ireland and challenged 
and manipulated the turbulent politics of 

the 16th Century. 

Perhaps you would enjoy a hike up Croagh 
Patrick, one of Ireland’s 

most stunning mountain climbs with 
its unique conical shape towering above the 

edge of the Atlantic Ocean on the rugged 
west coast. On a clear day, it 

offers panoramic views of the hundreds of 
tiny, green drumlin islands in Clew Bay. 

We could visit Louisburgh, a quaint town 
on the Bunowen River, on the southwest 
corner of Clew Bay. It was built in 1795 
and offers some of the most panoramic 

views in Ireland. 

http://www.radiant-moments.com/
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The final leg of our journey will take us to 
the neighboring county to the North, Sligo. 
County Sligo has breathtaking mountain 
scenery, lakes, waterfalls and beautiful 

beaches. It is known as Yeats Country as it 
inspired many of the great works of the 
Nobel Prize winning Irish writer, W.B. 

Yeats. 

There can hardly be a more romantic poet 
than William Butler Yeats. This is the area 
where he grew up, to which he returned 

often, and where he is buried. 
It is a place of forests, rivers and lakes, with 

a coastline that varies from long sandy 
beaches to high limestone ridges. 

Ben Bulben dominates in the north, while 
in the south there is Lough Gillwith in its 
center the lake Isle of Inisfree, subject of 

one of Yeats’ most famous poems. 

Sligo’s attractions are right on your 
doorstep. Arguably Sligo’s most easily 
recognizable face, Ben Bulben is an 

arresting sight. The sheer sides and flat top 
have earned it the name of Sligo’s Table 

Mountain and, though daunting, it is 
accessible to intrepid hikers. 

Perched atop the monolithic Irish Hill, 
Knocknarea, Medb’s Cairn is a 5,000 year 
old burial mound. As the story goes, the 
fiery Irish queen Medb was felled by a 
piece of cheese flung from an expert’s 

sling. After her death she was rumored to 
have been buried atop Knocknarea. While 
the story of Medb’s burial is strictly legend, 
the massive cairn on top of the hill is very 

real. Time for a glorious walk. 

http://www.radiant-moments.com/
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No trip to Sligo would be complete without 
a visit to Carrowmore Megalithic Cemetery, 

located on the Cúil Irra Peninsula, is the 
oldest and largest collection of megalithic 

tombs in Ireland. The tombs were built 
around 4600-3900 BC, making them older 

than the pyramids in Egypt. 

It is also our goal to take everyone to the 
Sligo Races. Situated in a valley between the 
mountains of Benbulben and Knocknarea, 
Sligo Racecourse is nestled in one of the 
most scenic locations not just in Ireland, 
but arguably the world. As a result, the 

venue is often used by photographers and 
the media as a set: but through the summer 
and autumn months. A fun day out for all. 

Hopefully the 2023 dates will match up 
with our visit. 

The Lake of Innisfree by William Butler 
Yeats 

I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree, 
And a small cabin build there, of clay and 

wattles made; 
Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for 

the honey-bee, 
And live alone in the bee-loud glade. 

And I shall have some peace there, for peace 
comes dropping slow, 

Dropping from the veils of the morning to 
where the cricket sings; 

There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a 
purple glow, 

And evening full of the linnet’s wings. 

I will arise and go now, for always night and 
day 

I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by 
the shore; 

While I stand on the roadway, or on the 
pavements grey, 

I hear it in the deep heart’s core. 

http://www.radiant-moments.com/
https://heritageireland.ie/visit/places-to-visit/carrowmore-megalithic-cemetery/
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Your trip includes: 

All ground transportation   

All accommodations  

All breakfasts  

Willie Clancy Music Festival 

Ceilidh(s) 

Guided Hikes 

Visits to: 

The Cliffs of Moher  

Doolin Cave 

Guided Hike through the Lost Valley 

Carrowmore 

Carrowkeel Megalithic Tombs 

Sligo Races 

Memories you will have for a lifetime 

And much more. 

There will be plenty of free time to enjoy 
your own adventures. Lunches and dinners 

will be at your discretion.  

We would love to have you join us. 

Cost - $3800 per person  

$880 Single Supplement 

Join the Radiant Moments team on a trip of 
a lifetime.  

616 437 6737  

graeme@radiant-moments.com 

http://www.radiant-moments.com/



