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In this era of globalization these islands 
remain one of the few places in the world 
which retain a true sense of otherness. For 
centuries these archipelagoes were Norse 
Colonies, but there were people here long 

before the Vikings. Join us as we journey to 
and around the Shetland and Orkney 

Islands and revel in the history, the scenery, 
the people, the music, the food and the 

traditions. Let us guide you on this once in 
a lifetime trip and take all the planning out 
of your hands. Come along for the ride and 

enjoy an incredible adventure. 

Upon arrival in Edinburgh, we will transfer 
to Aberdeen via St Andrews. Here, we will 

dwell for most of the day allowing our 
guests to visit Scotland’s oldest seat of 

learning. Or maybe a stroll on the most 
famous of all golf courses, and a visit to the 
Royal & Ancient Club House. Or maybe you 

may enjoy a tour around the cathedral.  

We will meet our boat in Aberdeen and 
cruise overnight to Lerwick, Shetland’s 
capital. We have organized executive 

cabins for all our guests and 
complimentary eats, drinks and breakfast 
in the Magnus Lounge aboard our vessel. 

 

We will arrive in Lerwick the next 
morning, well rested and ready to take on 
the ancient and Viking culture of Shetland. 
The Shetlands have a long arts and crafts 

tradition. Inspired by the region's dramatic 
scenery, heritage and culture, local artisans 

produce a unique range of woodcraft, 
textiles, jewelry and leatherwork. The 
distinct musical tradition of the area 

manifests in a unique style of fiddle playing 
– a heady spiritual amalgam of old fairy 

tunes, Scots melodies and wild Norse 
strains. Oh, and did we mention, we will be 
here for the Shetland Folk Festival. Time to 

get your jig on.  
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On arrival in Shetland, we will get a chance 
to explore the majestic area of 

Northmavine. Almost but not quite a 
separate island, Northmavine is joined to 

the rest of the Shetland Mainland at Mavis 
Grind (which translates as 'North of the 

Narrow Isthmus') where the Atlantic Ocean 
has nearly cut through to the North Sea. In 
fact, you can throw a stone from one to the 
other. Northmavine has some of the finest 
views and best hill and coastal walking in 
Shetland, although you can reach many of 

its most beautiful corners by car. 

We will walk the cliffs at Eshaness which 
are one of the most dramatic sights in 

Shetland, particularly when there's plenty 
of swell in the sea crashing against the 

rocks. The cliffs themselves are between 
350 million and 400 million years old and 

were carved when volcanoes erupted, 
revealing layer upon layer of lava and 

volcanic ash. Bring your camera! 

 

We have arranged lunch for everyone at 
Frankie’s Fish & Chips located with sea 

views on the shores of Busta Voe in Brae is 
the most northerly fish and chip shop in the 

UK.  This award-winning shop is open 
seven days a week and offers extensive sit-

in and takeaway menus with supreme 
quality local seafood on their menu. 

 

We will take you by Dore Holm, described 
as one of the wild and wonderful stone 

giants of the world, is a small rock island 
off the coast of Eshaness in the Shetland 

Islands of Scotland. The natural arch makes 
the rock look like a horse that is drinking 

from the water. It is thought that the name 
"Dore" is derived from "door," and "holm" is 
a word of Scandinavian origin that means 

“island”. 

 

 

 

 

http://shetlopedia.com/Dore_Holm
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We will be checking in to our hotel mid 
afternoon giving us all chance to put our 

feet up, for an hour or two, before our first 
evening at The Shetland Folk Festival. 

The Shetland Folk Festival is the UK’s most 
northerly folk festival. Concerts are 

organized throughout the isles, consisting 
of some of the best international, British 

and Shetland music that world has to offer. 
This event offers up a music filled weekend 

like no other for everyone who enjoys a 
good spree!  

The following day, we will visit the Jarlshof 
Prehistoric and Norse settlements in 
Shetland which are one of the most 

important and inspirational archaeological 
sites in Scotland. This extraordinary site is a 
complex of ancient settlements which cover 

more than 4,000 years of human history. 
You will be amazed to find such a range of 

archaeological treasures in one place, 
including late Neolithic houses, a Bronze 

Age village, an Iron Age broch and 
wheelhouses, a Norse longhouse, a 

medieval farmstead and a16th century 
laird’s house. 

From here, we will visit Sumburgh Head 
which enjoys commanding views out to sea 
from100m above the water and is home to 

an array of breeding seabirds including; 
guillemots, shags, fulmars, kittiwakes and 

puffins. The puffins are truly the star of the 
show at Sumburgh Head, where visitors 

can get to within a few feet of these 
enigmatic little seabirds. Keep your eye on 

the ocean as Orcas are frequently seen 
passing through. It’s not just wildlife that 

draws visitors to the southernmost 
extremity of Shetland, the lighthouse 

dominates the headland and has played an 
essential role in Shetland for generations. 
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Lapped by warm ocean currents, Shetland's 
pure, clean waters are some of the most 

bountiful in the world, producing fish and 
seafood of exceptional quality, in demand 

worldwide. Shetland’s heather-coated 
moorland is the home to the unique native 

Shetland lamb, which enjoyed the 
European Union’s Protected Designation of 
Origin status, in exactly the same way as 
Parma ham or Stilton cheese. Dining in 

Shetland doesn’t get any fresher, or 
organic. Yum. 

After Dinner, its time to head back to the 
star of Scotland’s folk scene. The Shetland 
Folk Festival is an authentic celebration of 

culture and a true wonderland for folk 
enthusiasts. This iconic annual shindig has 
been going strong for over four decades. 

 

The following morning, well rested and fed, 
we will head for St Ninian’s, a picture-
postcard pristine white sand tombolo 
spanning some 500 metres from the 

Shetland Mainland across to an 
uninhabited island. The beach leads to St 
Ninian’s isle, famous for its 12th-century 
chapel site and the incredible discovery of 
one of Scotland’s most significant Pictish 

treasure hoards: the St Ninian’s Isle 
treasure. 

 

We will visit the ancient Capital of 
Shetland, Scalloway, a thriving port on the 

"mainland" of the Shetland. Now a 
picturesque town of 1,200 people, 

Scalloway is overlooked by Scalloway 
Castle which remains one of only two 

castles in Shetland. We will have time to 
visit the Scalloway Museum which 

commemorates the "Shetland Bus" - a secret 
mission that ferried Norwegian resistance 
fighters from Scotland into Nazi-occupied 

Norway, and wander the quaint village 
streets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.britain-visitor.com/castles/scalloway
https://www.britain-visitor.com/castles/scalloway
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Sunday will be a very special day on our 
tour. It is the last night of the Folk Festival, 
and the day we will take you all to Mousa 
where we can stand in the shadow of the 
best-preserved broch in Scotland. Brochs 

are an Iron Age roundhouse found only in 
Scotland, and Mousa is the best-preserved 

of them all. Thought to have been 
constructed in about 300 BC, it stands 13m 

tall, a totem of Scottish prehistory. It 
appears twice in Norse sagas. One recounts 

how an eloping couple took refuge here 
after a shipwreck enroute to Iceland in AD 
900, while another describes the broch as 
‘an unhandy place to get at’ for an attack. 

We will be sailing from historic Sandsayre 
Pier and Visitors Center where we can get 

an insight into the life and times of the 
local area. 

There is an extraordinary sensation as you 
step ashore on Mousa that you have come 
to a special place. A place where you can 

see and feel the ages of time with its 
archaeological sites, desolate ruins, and 

famous, Mousa Broch – the best-preserved 
Iron Age tower in existence, where the 
visitor can still climb the staircase to 
marvel at the commanding view and 
workmanship of this 2000 year-old 

building. It is truly legendary as a place of 
captivity, survival, and hiding, and in more 

recent times as the secret store for 
smugglers. 

Mousa (“Mossy Island” in Old Norse) today 
is an RSPB Nature Reserve with important 

breeding colonies of seals and seabirds 
including the diminutive storm petrel, 

hundreds of which have made their home 
within the mighty broch walls. Perhaps we 
will see an elusive otter or a passing Orca. 

Keep your eyes peeled! 
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Our last night at The Shetland Folk Festival 
is a real treat for all music lovers. We will 
be witness to a concert that will feature all 
the visiting acts from all parts of the globe. 

Last year we were treated to music from 
Finland, Denmark, Quebec, Scotland, 

England, the Orkneys, France and the good 
old US of A.  

Sit back, with a cold one and enjoy a 
spectacle that can only be called amazing! 
Fifteen groups/performers entertaining all 
for a night the Shetland Folk call, The Foy. 

 

 

Our final day in Shetland will be a day of 
relative relaxation, a chance to go for a 

short hike or spend some time wandering 
the streets of Lerwick, perhaps visiting the 
Fort or Clickimin Broch, or just enjoying a 
plate of Shetland’s famous seafood with a 

pint of local Ale. 

 

 

We will be boarding our boat to Kirkwall in 
The Orkneys around 5pm and will have a 
leisurely sail for the next 5 hours. Spend 
some time on deck and watch for pods of 

whales and enjoy the Festival crew waving 
goodbye to all the visiting musicians. It is 

highly likely that there will be an 
impromptu session in the bars on the boat 
that will definitely get your toes tapping. 

 

We will arrive in Kirkwall, the capital of 
Orkney, and make the 5 minute drive to 
our home for the next 4 nights. We are 

staying in what is, arguably, the best 
restaurant in Kirkwall and the coziest of 

hotels. 
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This wild and windswept group of more 
than 70 islands off the northern tip of 

Scotland’s mainland are well worth the 
journey, with history and wildlife galore. 
You will get a real sense of getting away 

from it all in Orkney. Only 17 of the 
islands are inhabited, Most locals live in the 

main towns of Kirkwall and Stromness. 
Orkney’s history goes back more than 5000 
years to the earliest dwellings of Neolithic 

people.  

There’s a magic to Orkney that you begin to 
feel as soon as the Scottish mainland slips 
astern. Only a few short miles of ocean 

separate the chain of islands from 
Scotland's north coast. 

It is an archipelago of green-topped islands 
stripped bare of trees and ringed with red 
sandstone cliffs. It’s heritage dates back to 
the Vikings, whose influence is still strong 
today. Famed for ancient standing stones 
and prehistoric villages, sublime sandy 

beaches and spectacular coastal scenery, it's 
a region whose ports tell of lives shared 

with the blessings and rough moods of the 
sea, and a destination where seekers can 
find melancholy wrecks of warships and 

the salty clamor of remote seabird colonies. 

We will spend our opening day exploring 
the truly ancient. Long before Stonehenge 
or even the Egyptian pyramids were built, 

Skara Brae was a thriving village. Step back 
5,000 years in time to explore the best-

preserved Neolithic settlement in Western 
Europe. First uncovered by a storm in 
1850, Skara Brae remains a place of 

discovery today. Visit a replica Neolithic 
house to see how its full interior might 
have looked. Then follow the path that 

overlooks the ancient buildings, imagining 
what life was like for the farmers, hunters 

and fishermen who lived here. The 
prehistoric houses still contain stone 

‘dressers’ and box-beds. 
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We will visit the 4,500 year old Ring of 
Brodgar, a Neolithic Henge and Stone 

Circle, part of the UNESCO World Heritage 
site in Orkney. There is an old tale that a 

group of giants gathered in the field 
between the lochs. One evening, when a 
fiddler set to playing a tune, the giants 
joined hands and danced in a circle. 

However, they did not notice how quickly 
night was passing. When the sun rose, all 
the giants turned instantly to stone, as did 
the fiddler who stood outside the group. 

The giants remain there now as the Ring of 
Brodgar and the fiddler as the outlying 

Comet stone. 

 

Enroute to Brodgar, we will stroll through 
the earliest henge monument in the British 

Isles, the enormous Stones of Stenness 
which are upwards of 19 feet tall. In the 
past, historians referred to the Standing 
Stones of Stenness as the temple of the 
Moon and the Ring of Brodgar as the 

temple of the Sun. Others have suggested 
that the Ring of Brodgar is a lunar 

observatory. 

 

We will also get to see The Monumental 
chambered tomb of Maeshowe which is 

simply the finest Neolithic building in NW 
Europe. Built around 5000 years ago, it is a 

masterpiece of Neolithic design and 
stonework construction, not least for its use 
of massive individual stones. Maeshowe sits 
in one of the richest Neolithic landscapes in 

Europe. A place of stone circles, villages, 
and burial monuments, where people lived, 
worshipped and honored their dead. Watch 

out for 12th century carved graffiti runes 
on the walls of the main chamber left there 
by Viking crusaders who sheltered in the 

cairn during a snow storm. 
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No trip to Orkney would be complete 
without a visit to at least one distillery. Our 
goal is to get you to at least two. The choice 
will be yours as to which ones you want to 

experience. The biggest and best known 
would be Highland Park. Its two traditional 
pagoda-topped kilns are fired by hand-cut 
local peat from Hobbister Moor. Clearly, 

the effort pays off as Highland Park whisky 
has three times been declared the best spirit 

in the world. Or, like the island, Scapa 
single malt is forged by the elements and 
the human warmth of the strong island 

community. Its indomitable spirit is defined 
by the fickle island weather, the rugged 

natural beauty, and the sanctuary of Scapa 
Flow. For the Gin enthusiast, the Kirkjuvagr 
Orkney Gin Distillery is only a short walk 

from our home in Kirkwall. 

We plan on spending most the day in and 
around Kirkwall. The island’s only town is 
a gateway of people and goods. From the 
9th to 15th centuries, the northern island 
group lay in the hands of the Norse king, a 
thralldom held by earls. Ceded to Scotland 
in 1468, the island’s Viking roots still echo 

in Kirkwall. 

St Magnus Cathedral dominates the skyline 
within Kirkwall and is known as the ‘Light 
in the North’ was founded in 1137 by the 

Viking, Earl Rognvald, in honor of his uncle 
St Magnus who was martyred here in 
Orkney. The Cathedral belongs to the 

people of Orkney; and its doors are open to 
all. 

Independent retailers form the heart of the 
town with shops lining the main street as it 

snakes its way south from the colorful 
harbor providing everything you need - 
from fishing gear to the finest local food 

and drink. Kirkwall is a cosmopolitan place 
and the town center was even named 
Scotland’s most beautiful High Street 

winning a public vote in 2019.  
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The south islands of Orkney are home to a 
road trip like no other. Born from a time of 
conflict and tragedy, the Churchill Barriers 
are a relic from Orkney’s role in the Second 
World War. The Barriers were built under 
order of Winston Churchill, as a means of 
protecting the eastern approaches to Scapa 

Flow, which was an important naval 
anchorage during the war. Until the 
building of the Churchill barriers, 

blockships (ships that had been deliberately 
sunk as a defense) and anti-submarine 

netting were the only defenses protecting 
the channels into Scapa Flow, but they 
proved severely inadequate when the 

German submarine U-17 crept undetected 
into the Flow in October 1939 and sunk the 
HMS Royal Oak, resulting in the loss of 834 

lives. 

The other lasting legacy from Barriers’ 
construction can be found on the island of 

Lamb Holm and is not at all what you’d 
expect to find on an island in the North of 
Scotland – the strikingly beautiful Italian 

Chapel. Following a request from the camp 
priest, Fr Giacobazzi, two Nissen huts in the 
camp were allowed to be joined together to 
provide a chapel. Among the prisoners was 

artist, Domenico Chiocchetti, who 
undertook the task of painting the interior 

of the Chapel, while the exterior was 
transformed with the help other tradesmen 

in the camp. The result is a timeless 
masterpiece – a stunning work of art 

standing as a symbol of peace and kindness 
from a time of war, that continues to 

inspire thousands of visitors each year. 

Perched above the dramatic South 
Ronaldsay cliffs, the “Tomb of the Eagles” is 

one of Orkney’s top archaeological sites. 
This Stone Age tomb revealed an amazing 
collection of bones and artifacts, placed 

here some 5,000 years ago. 
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On our last day, we have one final must see 
whilst we are in the land of the ancients. 

The Broch of Gurness is one of the 
outstanding surviving examples of an Iron 
Age settlement that is unique to northern 
Scotland. Brochs are unique to Scotland. 

There are over 500 of them, the vast 
majority spread throughout the northern 
and western Highlands and the islands. 
Many of these tall circular towers stood 

alone, but in Orkney, they were generally 
surrounded by sizeable villages. The broch 

village at Gurness is one of the most 
impressive. It has also been 

archaeologically excavated, thus providing 
a more vivid impression of life in the 

Scottish Iron Age than other comparable 
sites. 

 

 

What better spot for a bite of lunch than 
the Orkney Brewery. The tranquil Orkney 

Islands, with their fertile farming lands and 
fishing grounds, have been inhabited for 
over 5000 years. The Orkney brewery is 

housed in the former schoolhouse in 
Quoyloo in the heart of Neolithic Orkney. 
The unrushed culture with its traditional 
values influences the way they make their 

beer. 

 

We will head back in Kirkwall for the rest 
of the afternoon and evening and chance to 
do a little last-minute shopping or enjoy a 
last meal on Orkney before we catch the 

boat back to the mainland. We have, once 
again, organized executive cabins for all 

our guests and complimentary eats, drinks 
and breakfast in the Magnus Lounge 

aboard our vessel. 
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Upon arrival back in Aberdeen, we can 
enjoy a relaxed breakfast and then head 
our way to South Queensferry, our home 

for the last night of our epic journey. 

Sitting on the shore in the shadow of the 
Forth Bridges, South Queensferry or simply 

"The Ferry", as it is known to locals, is a 
pretty costal town within easy travelling 

distance of Edinburgh Airport. 

Here you’ll discover an array of 
independent shops, picturesque harbor, 

charming architecture, abundant sea and 
bird life, and of course, the breath-taking 
views of the River Forth and its bridges. 

Cafés and restaurants line the main street, 
offering spectacular views of the iconic, 

Forth Bridge, a railway bridge which was 
completed over 125 years ago and is a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

South Queensferry grew up around a ferry 
passage which was established by Queen 
Magaret of Scotland in the 11th century to 
transport pilgrims across the Forth to holy 

shrines in Dunfermline and elsewhere. 

 

In the early 14th century, South 
Queensferry became a Burgh of Regality. 
With the privilege granted of a weekly 
market and an annual Fair, the town’s 

trading activities increased. 

The fascinating past of this small coastal 
community is around every corner. The 

Dalmeny House and Hopetoun House are 
two fine stately homes located on the 

outskirts of South Queensferry; while the 
history of the village, and the building of 

the bridges can be explored at Queensferry 
Museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://roseberyestates.co.uk/
https://hopetoun.co.uk/
https://www.edinburghmuseums.org.uk/venue/queensferry-museum
https://www.edinburghmuseums.org.uk/venue/queensferry-museum
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Join us as we tour through the Viking 
Islands. 

Your trip includes  

 

All Ground Transportation  

All Transfers  

All Boat Crossings  

All Accommodations  

All Breakfasts  

4 Nights of tickets at the Shetland Folk 
Festival  

 

Plus Numerous Site visits, including:  

Jarlshof  

Skara Brea  

Maeshowe Cairn  

Mousa Broch  

Tomb of Eagles  

Clickimin Broch  

Scalloway Castle  

Broch of Gurness 

The Italian Chapel 

Ring of Brodgar & Stones of Stenness 

And 2 Distillery Visits  

 

There will be plenty of free time to enjoy 
your own adventures. Lunches and dinners 

will be at your discretion. 

Cost $4350 per person double occupancy. 

$840 Single Supplement 

 

 

 

 


